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The Partnership for Health System Resilience and 
Sustainability (PHSSR)

The Partnership for Health System Resilience and Sustainability (PHSSR) is a collaboration between the London School of Economics 

(LSE), the World Economic Forum (WEF) and AstraZeneca, launched in July 2020, with the aim to make a significant contribution to 

the long-term safeguarding and improvement of global health, particularly in two dimensions: 

• Health system resilience: i.e. the ability of health systems to prevent, mitigate, overcome and rebound stronger from shocks (e.g. 

COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters, etc.) 

• Health system sustainability: i.e. the ability of health systems to continually anticipate, prevent, manage and mitigate underlying 

health system challenges and the evolving burdens of non-communicable and infectious diseases. 

In its pilot phase, running from August 2020 to January 2021, the Partnership has focused on 8 countries: France, Germany, Italy, 

Spain, England, Poland, Russia and Vietnam. 

A team of researchers based at LSE has been working in tandem with country teams consisting of experts from academia, public 

and private sectors in each of these pilot countries to develop and apply a framework to identify strengths, weaknesses and major 

opportunities to build resilience and sustainability. The results of this research will be published in March 2021. For more information 

on PHSSR see: www.weforum.org/phssr

http://www.weforum.org/phssr
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Virtual summit objectives and key features

The PHSSR virtual summit will take place from March 15-19, will be open to the public, and will share insights from 9 

months of pilot work in developing how health systems may be best analysed, drawing on their responses to COVID-

19, and what the key opportunities are to strengthen health systems resilience in the face of future shocks, and their 

sustainability in dealing with traditional burdens of disease. 

Research findings will be presented for key domains of health systems: governance, financing, workforce, medicines & 

technology and service delivery. Over five days the summit will deliver:

o Transferrable learnings from 8 countries included in the pilot phases: England, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, 

Russia, Spain and Vietnam. Local experts will present and discuss weaknesses, strengths and key 

opportunities to build resilience and sustainability

o Visionary perspectives and practical recommendations on cross-cutting themes: a variety of international and 

local experts will chart a path to build stronger health systems and more effectively protect people’s health in 

a post-Covid world. 
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PHSSR Summit 

(March 15-19, 2021)

Pilot phase
• Prelim. Framework

• 8 country assessments

• 16+ case studies

• 4 vision blueprints

• Findings reported Q1 2021

Expansion
• More partners and funders, 

more countries

• Quantified index

• Global risk reports

Monday, 15/3 Tuesday, 16/3 Wednesday, 17/3 Thursday, 18/3 Friday, 19/3

10:00 - 11:00 (GMT)
7. Findings: Vietnam
Chair: T. Oanh

12:00 - 13:15 (GMT)
1. Building sustainable 
and resilient health 
systems in a post-
COVID world

12:00 - 13:15 (GMT)
4. Improving the 
effectiveness of care 

12:00 - 13:15 (GMT)
8. Digitising health to 
optimize how care is 
delivered to patients

12:00 - 13:15 (GMT)
10. Costing disease and 
valuing health in a post 
covid world

12:00 - 13:15 (GMT)
13. Respiratory diseases: 
pathway to improve 
resilience and 
sustainability

13:30 - 14:30 (GMT)
2. Findings: England
Chair: N.Edwards

13:30 - 14:30 (GMT)
5. Findings: Italy
Chair: A. Cicchetti

13:30 - 14:30 (GMT)
9. Findings: France
Chair: Z. Or

13:30 - 14:30 (GMT)
11. Findings: Spain
Chairs: G. López 
Casasnovas & J.M. 
Fernández Díaz

13:30 - 14:45 (GMT)
14. Next steps for 
international 
collaboration

14:40 - 15:40 (GMT)
3. Findings: Poland
Chair: I. Kowalska-Bobko

14:40 - 15:40 (GMT)
6. Findings: Russia
Chair: E. Aksenova

14:40 - 15:40 (GMT)
12. Findings: Germany
Chair: W. Greiner

Findings from applying the PHSSR framework in pilot countries

Insights and path forward on cross-cutting themes 
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Day 1: Monday, March 15 – PHSSR Virtual Global Summit
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Day 2: Tuesday, March 16 – PHSSR Virtual Global Summit
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Day 3: Wednesday, March 17 – PHSSR Virtual Global Summit
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Day 4: Thursday, March 18 – PHSSR Virtual Global Summit

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Partnership For Health System Sustainability & Resilience
Founded by The World Economic Forum, London School of Economics and AstraZeneca

Day 5: Friday, March 19 – PHSSR Virtual Global Summit
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